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the ladies and weighed the silver. It came to forty-one taels
and five ch'iens. The Moon Lady told him to go with Nun
Hsiieh to the printer to arrange for the printing of the
texts.
Golden Lotus said to Tower of Jade: "We will take the
two teachers to the gate and then go to see Orchid. She is
making shoes in her room." Holding each ether's hands, they
went to the outer court. P£n IV and the two nuns went out,
and Golden Lotus and Tower of Jade went to the rooms at
the side of the great hall. They found Hsi-m£n's daughter
making shoes under the eaves. Golden Lotus picked up the
shoes and looked at them. They were of green Nan-ching
silk.
"You shouldn't have made the designs in red/' Tower of
Jade said. "Blue would have been better, for you will have to
have red heels/'
"I have a pair with red heels," Orchid said. "That is why
I am making this pair in red with blue heels."
They sat down. Tower of Jade asked if Ch'£n Ching-chi
was in. "He is asleep indoors," said* Orchid. "He has been
drinking somewhere, I don't know where."
"If I hadn't spoken as I did," Tower of Jade said to Golden
Lotus, "that foolish Sixth Sister of ours would have given all
that silver to the nuns. If they had once gone off with it we
should never have seen them again. That is why* I suggested
sending PSn IV with them. They could have taken refuge
with some people of importance and we should never have
been able to get them out again."
"The nuns would be fools if they didn't make money out
of rich ladies," Golden Lotus said. "To get a sum like that
from her is like pulling a hair out of a cow. She wishes to
save the baby's life because she knows she will never get
another if this one dies, even though she gives mountains and
rivers for charity. This printing of a few texts is a trifle. In
our house it seems that some people are allowed to set the
house on fire but we mayn't even light our lamps. You are
no stranger and this is our sister, so there is no harm in my
saying that that lady indulges herself too much. She sends
for the doctor even in the early morning. Of course it is no
business of ours. What annoys me is the way she says in front

